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try, the knowledge of his opposition to the Revolution, and his well-known position in aristocratical circles, were all exaggerated into some grave offence. When, therefore, during the session of 1792, Washington nominated him for the position of Minister, and his name came before the Senate for approval, there was considerable opposition to his being appointed to the Court of France, and he was chosen by only a small majority to be one of the first representatives under the new Government.
While these arrangements were making in America, and Morris was exerting every effort in behalf of order and stability in France, he found plenty of time, without compromising the seriousness or the sincerity of his services, to enjoy what there was of amusement. This centred principally in the theatres, of which there was no lack in ^7ariety or number. The demand for that sort of recre-ation was enormous, to judge from the fact which Gon-court mentions, that nearly each day of 1791 saw a new theatre opened. The life of a large number of them was very brief. " Ouverts vendredi, tombes samedi," was not inappropriately said of, some of the last that were opened. At the Theatre Fran?ais Preville was delighting his audiences, and Morris speaks of the difficulty of getting a ticket. " I wait half an hou r at the Theatre Franpais," says the diary for December igth, "before my servant can get a ticket, and afterwards I get a very bad place, but still I think myself recompensed by PreVille, who is truly formed to hold the mirror up to nature and to show to the very shape and body of the time his form and pressure. I meet M. de Bougainville, who has served in Canada in the war of '59. We converse on the public affairs of this country. He tells me that I am mistaken in my idea that he is in amity with St. Foi, the Bishop d'Autun, etc. ; that he considers them as a pack of rascals, and the Kingtish Minis-ted appetite or did not like his dinner.ared again in 1795, when, in the midst of his performance of the " Mercure galant," whilst he was being vehemently applauded, he suddenly gave signs of mental aberration. He was born in September, 1721, and died in 1799.St, Petersburg, where she died in 1814.            to secure to himself the British embassy, and have him
